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countries, since it is considered as the base for execution of the programme
on the Free Trade Zone.

The chapter also, discussed the basis used in establishment of the zone
as well as free trade between partners, the economic barriers in addition to
country of origin basis, transparency in exchange of information and data,
and the ways and means used in settlement of disputes, besides the special

treatment offered to less developed countries.

Other activities that are related to free trade were also discussed in this
chapter these comprise services related to trade, technological as well as
research cooperation, coordination in the fields of legislation, trade

policies, protection of intellectual property rights.

The Economic and Social Council of the Arab League is considered as
body interested with execution and settlement of disputes. The council
reviews the progress in execution of the executive programme twice a year,
and issues degrees that will confront any obstacles that will face the
execution of the programme. In addition to this, the council is responsible
for formulation of technical and executive committees that will help the

council in many aspects related to the free trade zone.

The second chapter discussed the level of execution of the executive
programme of the Great Arab Free Trade zone. In this respect, some trials
has been done to collect data and information to be used in extrapolation of
indicators that reflects the performance of the free zone after three years
from its actual start. Inspite of difficulties in generalization of the the
results that has been achieved due to the limited amount of data obtained
from the very few countries, and the difficulty in considering the
accomplishments as the results of the gradual freeness oftrade brought
about by the executive programme, great changes has happened in
economic policy of many Arab countries, besides many of them joined the

International Trade Organization. These factors have great impacts on
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agricultural trade of such countries, besides the drastic climatic changes
that has stricken the region.

The chapter also discussed the extent of the commitments to the annual
reduction of the percentage of the costumes on agricultural products, the
execution of products classification system from 1-24 according to the
coordinated system, coordination between the contact points and availing
as well as exchange of data and information, besides preparation of the

agricultural calendar and follow-up of its execution.

In examining the extent of follow-up on commitments of execution of

the executive programme of the Great Arab Free Zone, one will reach the

following conclusions:

* Nineteen Arab countries ratified the Agreent on Facilitation and
Development of Exchange of Trade. Fourteen Arab countries joint
the Great Arab Free Zone. There is great interest, in the region, in
establishment of economic Arab block to confront the new

economic changes that has started to draw the outlines of the

international economy.

* The decrees of Arab summit conference held in Jordan in 2001,
reflects big gab between the levels of commitments and the

practicality of execution of the executive programm.

The country reports received from the countries, that has already
joint the zone, have emphasize the keenness in execution of all the
executive directives of the Free Trade Zone, since these countries

has already applied the specified customs reductions.

Most of the countries that has ratified the Agreement on Facilitation
of Development of Exchange of Trade has executed the coordinated
system for products and complete the actions needed for the

registration of the official contract point.
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* It is clear that the countries have not complied with appolishment of

tax that has effect on agricultural products.

As for the preliminary indicators for the developments of the
performance of the agricultural development within the frame-work of the
executive programme of the Arab Free Zone, the report pointed to the
importance of observing the objectiveness of the indicators of agricultural
developments during the period 1998-2000 compared to the three years
preceded the establishment of the zone (1995-1999), for reasons related to
the nature of the agricultural sector and how it is affected by a group of

factors and natural variables as well as economical ones.

The third chapter comprises a general evaluation outlook for the most
important frameworks and indicators of the level of performance of Great

Arab Trade Free Zone from the agricultural side and the constraints that

face it.

It is clear that, all Arab countries that has joint the Arab Free Zone have
complied with the required reduction in customs, that reached 40% at the
beginning of 2001. Most of these countries comply with the coordinated
system for classification of products in agricultural trade and completed the
official actions needed for registration of governmental contact points, for
availing of data and information specific to the Free Zone. But, still there

is a long way to go in respect to appolishment of taxes and tariffs on

agricultural products.

The Arab countries demonstrated keen interest in the move to establish
the Arab economic block to face the accelerating new economic

developments that is shapping the international economy.

At the end of this chapter, some inlets and actions were suggested to
activate and solve the problems that face the Great Arab Free Zone Area,
which is, directly or indirectly related to the agricultural field.
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